
CMC Questions on Landmines and Cluster Munitions 
 

1 Resource our diplomats 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade has not been immune from public service 
cuts imposed by this government.  Many of MFAT’s divisions are functioning with 
reduced staff numbers and the Minister’s priorities have narrowed to that of trade 
and economic development.  Labour would rebalance the Ministry’s priorities to 
ensure that relationship building and independent diplomacy were an integral part of 
the Ministry’s work programme. Without these strengths, New Zealand’s advocacy in 
areas such as disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation will continue to diminish. 

Our policy explicitly states that we will join the emerging like-minded group of nations 
promoting negotiations to prepare for an Ottawa/Oslo-style treaty to prohibit the 
threat or use of nuclear weapons. But for conventional weapons specifically, we 
undertake to be an active supportive of and advocate for a global Arms Trade 
Treaty, working with South Pacific nations and civil society in particular to control 
better the export and transfer of conventional weapons in and around our region. 

 

2 Promote Universalisation 

New Zealand has been at the forefront of international discussions on dealing with 
the humanitarian impacts of landmines and cluster munitions for several decades.  A 
Labour led government would advocate universal accession to the cluster munitions 
convention and the mine ban treaty. We will use our influence in the Pacific to 
promote accession within bilateral relationships and through multilateral fora such as 
the Pacific Islands’ Forum. 

 

3 Clear remnants 

The fifth Labour Government formally signed up to the international Protocol on 
Explosive Remnants of War in October 2007.  Explosive remnants of war – such as 
unexploded bombs, shells and cluster munitions – that are not cleared continue to 
damage communities long after the conflict has ended. They present a significant 
on-going threat to the safety of civilians and they prevent communities from 
rebuilding their economic livelihoods.  

Labour supports the work of the international community to clear the ground of mines 
and to dispose of cluster munitions wherever they pose a risk to communities. A 
Labour-led government will assist Pacific nations with their Forum led initiative to 
implement an unexploded ordinance strategy.  



4 Seconded staff 

Labour believes that personal representation is an important component of its 
international advocacy on landmines and cluster munitions. Labour will consult with 
the United Nations about how best to support the work of UNMAS both in New York 
and in the field. The New Zealand Defence Force has a proud record of representing 
New Zealand’s interests at UNMAS and of contributing to international mine 
clearance operations in former conflict zones. 

 

 

5 Superannuation Fund 

In April 2008, the Labour-led government welcomed the New Zealand 
Superannuation Fund’s announcement that it would divest from companies involved 
in the production of cluster munitions when New Zealand signed up to the Treaty on 
the weapons.  

While the Board of Guardians is independent and may not be directed by the 
Government, Labour acknowledges that the Board adheres to a policy of responsible 
investment and is aware of New Zealand’s support for a ban on weapons such as 
mines and cluster weapons. 

All Crown Financial Institutions, and State Owned Enterprises with the capacity to 
invest, will be reminded by a Labour-led government of their responsibilities with 
respect to New Zealand’s reputation as an international good citizen. While a 
government should not direct CFIs to invest in particular enterprises, Labour believes 
it is possible to engage with them over enterprises in which they should not invest, 
because of inconsistency with government policy or potential damage to New 
Zealand’s reputation. 

 


